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attempt public judgment presently comes to its support, so long will the 
party command public respect and prevail as the dominant party" (p. 
7). As Mr. Wyeth believes that the good republicans are more numer- 
ous than the less good democrats, he should be an optimist. 

Cakl Russell Pish 

Guide to the materials for American history in Swiss and Austrian ar- 
chives. By Albert B. Faust, professor of German, Cornell univer- 
sity. [Carnegie institution of Washington, publication number 220. 
Papers of the department of historical research edited by J. Frank- 
lin Jameson] (Washington: Carnegie institution of Washington, 
1916. 299 p.) 
This book follows the model, already familiar to students, set by the 
Carnegie institution for its great series of guides to archive material on 
American history. It is of special interest in this connection to note 
that the study of the archives for the French cantons of Switzerland (pp. 
149-184) is by Mr. Jameson, general editor of the whole series, whose 
masterly direction of every branch of the work is known only to those 
who have participated in it. It need only be added with reference to 
its technical character that from the appropriate introductory material 
to the elaborate index, this volume conforms to the standards of excel- 
lence aimed at in the series as a whole. 

In Switzerland and Austria, as in Italy and Germany, the essential 
archives are widely scattered. Forty archives and six libraries were 
examined. The introductory material consists of a brief description of 
governmental systems, with the consequent archive arrangement, and a 
discussion of the main topics of importance. Then follow the descrip- 
tions of the several collections, with valuable bibliographical data. Space 
has permitted a greater freedom than in the case of some other volumes, 
for a concise calendaring of some of the documents, and for some signifi- 
cant quotations. 

The archive material begins about 1700, and is not generally open to 
inspection after 1848. In the case of the American legation at Berne, 
and some others, material of a later date is listed. 

The Austrian diplomatic material, besides its obvious importance, is 
interesting for the comment it gives on American conditions, for the 
ministers regularly wrote home news letters. Both the Swiss and Aus- 
trian archives have valuable material on American trade, particularly in 
the consular reports. The leading feature in the case of both countries, 
in fact the distinguishing contribution of this guide, is the material for a 
study of emigration. Mr. Faust has himself introduced the historical 
public to this field by his article in the American historical review for 
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October, 1916, on "Swiss emigration to the American colonies in the 
eighteenth century. ' ' American historians have long desired such mate- 
rial, but it has seemed a hopeless task, as it has indeed been a hopeless 
task for the unassisted individual, to gather it. This guide reveals the 
fact that the archives with which it deals are unusually rich in just what 
we have required. It will undoubtedly prove the open sesame for many 
a scholar. 

Carl Russell Fish 

Birth of Mormonism. By John Quincy Adams, D.D. (Boston : Gorham 
press, Toronto : Copp Clark company, 1916. 106 p. $1.00 net) 
This slender volume, penned in moods similar to those enjoyed by a 
greater John Quincy Adams when he was berating his enemies in his 
Memoirs, is a religious tract the purpose of which is set forth in the 
preface as follows : " It is sent forth with the hope that it will help to 
arouse the American people to endeavor more energetically to remove 
the moral menace to and blot upon our country — the greatest religious 
fraud of the nineteenth century, if not of all time. ' ' Having proclaimed 
his thesis, the author selects topics for discussion: Joseph Smith, Jr., 
and his golden plates, the translation and publication of the Book of 
Mormon, the organization of the church, the witnesses, Oliver Cowdery, 
David Whitmer, and Martin Harris, and the contents and origin of the 
Book of Mormon and the doctrines and covenants. The last twenty 
pages of the book contain a bibliography, an extract from the Nauvoo 
Expositor, and a description of Joseph Smith, Jr., from the Saint Louis 
Weekly Gazette, of May 18, 1844. There is no index. 

The book will probably seem convincing to the audience for which it 
is intended, an audience incidentally which is already convinced, but 
by the historically minded the volume cannot be taken seriously. The 
author's temperament will not allow him to scan his subject with the 
coldness of a judge. To John Quincy Adams, D.D., the Smith family 
was a "lazy, illiterate, drinking, shiftless, good-for-nothing lot, having 
no regular occupation, doing everything by turns, and nothing long, 
and living largely off their neighbors;" as to the Mormon leader, "Joe, 
whose besetting sin, then (about 1830), as later, was lying, was consider- 
ed the most worthless of them all. ' ' This is not the frame of mind with 
which Hubert Howe Bancroft approached the same subject. Had the 
author perused Bancroft's History of Utah he would have found this 
statement (pp. 38-39) : "It is my purpose to treat the subject histori- 
cally, not as a social, political, or religious partisan, but historically to 
deal with the sect organized under the name of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints as I would deal with any other body of 



